Resident
Canine Therapy

AT RADY CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL

At Rady Children’s, we don’t just treat illnesses—
we redefine the healing process through proven,

evidence-based solutions that deliver real results.

The Resident Canine Therapy Program is a key
component of Rady Children’s commitment to
delivering world-class pediatric care that brings
together clinical excellence and compassionate
support to meet the physical, emotional and

social needs of kids braving illness and injury.

Expertly trained resident canines and full-time
therapists are integrated into children’s treatment
plans and daily care, with significant impacts on

their cooperation, success and recovery.

RESEARCH SHOWS THAT MEDICALLY
TRAINED THERAPY DOGS:

¢ Reduce pain, fear, anxiety and stress during hospital

stays, procedures or traumatic events

¢ Motivate, increase confidence and boost morale for

children, family and care team members

¢« Encourage communication and support of coping

and progress toward treatment goals
e Soothe feelings of loss and loneliness

e Offer unconditional love and acceptance through

physical contact and soft touch




OUR STRATEGY

Build and sustain a robust Resident Canine Therapy Program ensuring therapy resources are integrated

into patient care around the clock. Staffing and infrastructure required to achieve this vision include:

e A full-time child life manager to lead this initiative
e Three dedicated canine therapy teams providing specialized support at:

» Chadwick Center for Children and Families, serving children and families who have experienced

abuse or trauma
» Peckham Center for Cancer and Blood Disorders
» Pediatric Intensive Care Unit
» Emergency Department
* Ongoing care and certification for therapy dogs, including grooming and veterinary services

* Program development and expansion, adding more trained canines to enhance daily patient care

OUR GOAL INVESTING IN THE HEALING
Build and sustain a robust POTENTIAL OF CANINE

Resident Canine Therapy Program THERAPY

with 3-6 dog and therapist teams Insurance only covers patients’ direct medical

. care. Generous contributions from our

on staff to enhance healing for _ iy .
community are critical to providing other

high volume of young patients important elements of the healing experience to

help kids be kids—even in the hospital—through

Rady Children’s serves as the
comforting, personalized support.

largest children’s hospital on
West Coast. With your thoughtful investment, Rady

Ha Children’s can bring this vital program to life.
It will go beyond philanthropy to create a
strategic partnership with measurable impact.
Together, we can transform hospital stays into
moments of comfort and healing, giving kids
the wraparound support they need to recover

and thrive.
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